! 307-1327-]   Deaths of Edward and Queen Marguerite.              89

Edward I. waited some days at Burgh-on-Sands, near the Solway,
until his son Edward brought up the rear of the army. The king
fell ill of dysentery, and his last hour drew near. Not long after
the arrival of the prince, the king expressed the utmost fury
against the Scotch rebels. He charged his son to behave with
kindness to the queen and to her two little sons, Thomas and
Edmund. He expired July 7,1307.

Notwithstanding his father's denunciations against the Scotch,
Edward II. abandoned the war, and turning southward, he brought
the royal corpse to Westminster abbey, and had him. interred in
St. Edward's chapel.

The queen caused her grief to be expressed in a commemoration
written by her chronicler, John o'London. It is in fine preserva-
tion, a beautiful piece of pen man ship among the king's manu-
scripts at the British Museum. " The noble and generous matron,
queen Marguerite," writes John o'London, " thus invites all men
to hear her lamentable commemoration," which, seems like a
funeral sermon. " Hear, ye isles, and attend, my people, for is
any sorrow like unto my sorrow? Though my head wears a
crown, joy is distant from me, and I listen no more to the sound
of my cithera and organs. At the foot of Edward's monument,
with my little sons, I weep and call upon him. When Edward died,
all men died to me." These lamentations for a husband of more
than seventy years from a widow not more than twenty-six, seein
exaggerated, yet the after-life of Marguerite proved their sincerity.
It was in obedience to Edward's dying commands that she went
to Boulogne, and assisted at the marriage of her niece Isabella
with her stepson Edward II., and while she lived the young
queen's conduct was virtuous. The favourite residence of Mar-
guerite in her widowhood was her dower-house of Marlborough,
near the forest of Savemake. It was there she died, at the early
age of thirty-six, February 14, 1317. She was buried under a
magnificent monument in the Grey FriaiV church, by Newgate
Street. Owing to the avarice of sir Martin Bowes, who coveted
and appropriated all the bronze monuments with -which this
church was replete, queen Marguerite's tomb and portrait-statue
were destroyed. A statuette of her, however, in fine preserva-
tion is to be seen among the effigies round the tomb of her great-
nephew, John of Eltham, in Westminster abbey. She is repre-
sented as a royal widow, but not as a professed religieuse; she
wears a veil and wimple, over which is placed a rich open crown
of fleur-de-lis; she has her royal mantle on her shoulders, and a
loose robe belted with jewels. Her two sons, Tfeomas and Edmund,
were executors to her will. Queen Marguerite is the ancestress